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Debro Sommerfield, Executive Director,
Lake County Winegrape Commission, aka Lake County Winegrape Growers; Pier-Alexis Souliére, MS, Manresa Restaurant, Los Gatos, C4;
Pater Malnar, Partner, Obsidian Ridge; Traci Dutton, The Culinary Institute of America at Greystone, St Helena, CA; Diego Bermudez, Mastra's
Steakhouse, Chicago; Jonathan Walkers, Director of Forming, Brossfield Estate Winery: Jerusha Frost, Monkey Bar, Cafeterio & Empire Diner,
Mew York City: Anibal Calcagnoe, Oceana, New York City: Romain Pardo, Vin Sur Vingt, New York City; James Wasson, SingleThread Farms,
Healdsburg, CA; Chuck Herrold, Monterey Bay Wine Compaony; Dawn Smith, John Howie Steak, Seattle; Patty Beck, DWS, Old Homestead
Steakhouse, Caesars Palace, Las Vagas; Chn"sl!c-pher Harris, Smyth +« The Lnyufl'st, Chicugo; Rachoel Ryan, High Treason, Son Froncisco; Matthew
Bills, Eden Restourant, Chicage; and Boseon {Sunny) Kwon, Aureale Las Vegas by Charlie Palmer, Mandolay Bay. Los Vegas. Missing in the photo
is Patrick Mullone of Forbes Mill Steakhouse, Los Gatos, CA.
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Steele 2014 Cabernet Franc, Lake County
Cherryiraspberry  nose  with  minimal  herbinass:
compact feel and smooth, soft leather texture with
zippy acid

Chacewater 2013 Malbec, Red Hills Lake County
Classic hibiscus vanetal nose (Hawaian Punch-like)
with cedary nuance; medium-full and welvety, yet
burfy with tannin

Shed Horn Cellars 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon,
Lake County Bright red berry nose with green
weedy and woaodsy notes, light-medium body bal-
anced with moderate tannin,

Langtry 2013 Tephra Ridge Yineyard Cabernet
Sauvignon, Lake County Deep color and lightty
weedy, dark berry nose: fistful of dense, meaty, velvet
sensations.

Steecle 2014 Beckstoffer Vineyards Cabernet
Sauvignon, Red Hills Lake County Fed berry nose
with cassis-like focus: plurmmy, moderately-weighted
feel; rounded tanmin.

Dancing Crow Vineyards 2014 Cabernet
Sauvignon, Red Hills Lake County 5% Peute Sirahy;
sweet-toned concentration (blueberryfviolet/casss!
greenwood): sturdy, mediun-full feel

Obsidian Ridge 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon, Red
Hills Lake County 5% Fetite Sirah/Petit Verdot!
Malbec; 100% Hungarian oak aged (to minimizs
cak influence); Back ruby color; concentrated black
cherry and cola with a forest-y edge; full and velvety
yel muscular with pointed mountain tannin

High Valley Vineyards 2014 Betsy's Vineyard
Cabernet Sauvignon, High Valley “ivid purplish
rech herby pyrazing notes mixed with black cherry,
cocoa powder and sweet cak; tight yet zesty with
unruly wouth ['5.-‘|t_'~h||}r ,‘;r‘lg;uliqr acicftanmind,

Brassfield Estate Winery 2014 Cabernet
Sauvignon, High Valley |0% Malbec/Petit Verdoy
sweetly concemtrated with high-toned black fruif
and mimimal pyrazine; muscular tanmin and roasted
coffee finish, yet a hownous feel,

Six Sigma Ranch 2013 Cabernet Sauvignon, Lake
County 0% Merlot/Petit Verdat; black/purple color;
sweetly-concentrated nose with wild, woodsy/forest
floor notes; chocolaty rch, full tanning espresso-spice
finish—"mountain’ power.

Cache Creck 2010 Cabernet Sauvignon, Lake
County A maore matured “ringer’ demaonstrating
the possible evolution of Lake County reds; smoly,
herty, exotic and almost homn-lke sweetness in
nose fine, silky, medium-full bady;

A lineup of Red Hills Lake County Bordeaus varieties.

LMV exposure, which has-a direct and positive impact on plant growth”
he esqplained, "With higher UV, for instance, grapes build shghtly thicker
skins—which s 'why there & =uch enormous potential for Cabernet
Sawvigrion in this county’

“With good canopy management we can meoderate pyrazines. and
grow Cabernet Sauvignon with all the color and tanmin you want in the
grape, but with more range and complexity—pretty Caberret Sauvignaons,
with red frusts, dark fruits, viclet, rose, lavender and all manner of non-fruit
qualities, depending upon the ste,” he cortinued,

Followang Molrar's practicum on Lake County terroirs we reconvened
at a Ped Hills Lake County: estate called Boabgue Winery for a tasting of
Bordeaux varietals led by Brassfields Mait Hughes and Dancing Crow
Wineyards' David and Katharine DeSante. See the tasting notes in the
lefthand sidebar

The view of Mt Kanocti fram Obsidian
Ridge in Red Hills Lake County.




Andy Beckstoffer, Owner/Grower,
Beckstoffer Vineyords,

Fellowing an al fresco lunch hosted by Andy Beckstoffer in his 844-acre
Amber Knalls Vineyard, Vineyard Manager Randy Krag led us through
Beckstoffer's adjoining Red Hills Lake County planting. Called Crimson
Ridge Vineyard, it climbs as high as 2,950 feet on the east-facing slopes
of Mount Konocti, Beckstoffer explains why he planted | 300 acres on
his Red Hills Lake County property (plus another 200 acres to come):
"These red, rocky clay soils are made for Cabernet Sawvignon. André
Techelistcheff said you should diversify when planting new vineyards. We
diversified by planting all the best dones of Cabernet Sauvignon, plus 30
acres of Malbec”

T the east of Red Hills Lake County i5 an extension of this mountain-
ous region near the Lower Lake community whers the 5ix Sigma Ranch is
lacated, This property, founded and farmed by Kaj Ahlmann and his famiby,
is its own ecosystern: Cattle, sheep, pigs and 50 acres of grapes are raised
amongst a largely-untouched forest habmtat for deer, bobeat, turkey, witd
pig. bear and other wildlife,

Six Sigrna’s highest-planted point at |, 700 feet stands in their Diamond
Mire Vineyard—named for the shimmenng quartz crystals strewn
throughout the wineyard’s rocky volcanic soil. The vineyard s farmed
sustainabty with a no-tll philesophy to leave organic micro-ocrganisms
undisturbed, and teams of sheep help keep the native cover crop trim,

Diamond Mine also represents a Quixotic labor of love inspired by the
wings of Vega Sicilla and Pingus, among others, a3 well as the Ahlmanns'
strong conviction that the high-altitude mountain terroir of Lake County
is equally fertile ground for Tempranilio, Hence, our sommeliers weare
treated to an exhilarating vertical of every bottled vintage of Six Sigrma
Tempranillo under 2 tent overlooking the vineyard.

At the climactic outdeor dinner hasted by the Ahlmann family, haghlighted
by servings of S Sigma—grown produce and tapenade-laced pork. we
ericyed 4 2013 Six Sigma Diamond Mine Cuvée (63% Termpranillo/26%
Cabernet Sawagnon/ | 13 Syrah). t seemed to epitomize the scanng clary;
baldly-phenahe texturing, propertionate scake and haurtingly-transparent
(in the senze of forest and brush) gualities we had found in 0 many of the
Lake County reds over the past twa and a hall days.

I other words, this region is just bemnming to rumble, and forward-
thinking sormmeliers everywhere would be wise to take heed!
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Cwner/Grower Kaj Ahlmann leading the
Tempranillo vertical tasting in Diomond
Mine Vineyard ot Six Sigma Ranch,

1

Sunny Kwon during the vertical tosting of
Dinmand Mine Vineyard at Six Sigme Ranch,

SIX SIGMA TEMPRANILLO YERTICAL

2005 The inaugural virtage's young vines yelded
a sweetly-perfumed red (wolet and berry jam).and
velvety flavors with zesty acid underpinnimg; still very
fresh; alive and kicking:

2006; 4 shyer yet even prettier nase brightly red-
olent of raspberry fruit; zesty acdity and moderate
tannin adding 1o a taut. sohdly-structured rmiedisem-
Full body

2007, Earthy nose with muted fruit veenng
towards forest floor and leather and obscuning the
fruit definition on the palate,

2008: Continuation of the estate’s tight, earthy
phase; rounded feel vet lean in fruit sensations.

2009, Sweet balsamic notes dominate the nose;
zesty, bany, light-medium body with a composting
leafiness in the finsh,

2010; Muy bonita nose of black cherry toward
raspberry; soft entry but tightened by middle-age
tannin towards middie;

20m:; Perfume-y red cherry nose; firm, zesty, taut
and sonewhat lean, but upbeat and almost tingly with
the yintage's quiethy-fruted qualities on the palate,

2012 Red-berry perfume mixed with saddle
leather (perceptible Brettonomyces): a lean profile,
wet zesty with acid

2003 A group favorie; deep, plumimy black chesry
aroma tweasked with kitchen herbs very fresh,
rounded, velvety and layered—a real achieverment.

2014 Another group favarite; bnght, fresh quali-
ties reflecting the best of Lake County terroirs; black
cherry vanetal character tinged with notes of black
olive-and cooking herbs; firm; dense and meaty, yet
suavely textured on the palate—seems to fulfill the
promise of the earliest vintages.



A farm-to-table dinner on the campers’ final night in Lake County.

Six Sigma Ranch’s Tempranillo,

Boatique Winery (boatiquewines.cam)
Brassfield Estate Winery (brassfieldestate com)

Cache Creek Vineyards (cachecresloaneyards.com)
Chacewater Winery & Olive Mill [chacewaterwine.com)
Dancing Crow Vineyards (dancingorowcom)

Fore Family Vineyards (forefamilyvineyards.com)

Gregnr‘]r Graham Wines [ EEWAnEs Corm

Langtry Estate & Vineyard (langtryestate.com)

Obsidian Ridge (tricyclewine.com)

Oro En Paz (croenpaz.com)

Pech Merle Winery (pechmerlewineryoom)

R Vineyards (rvinsyards.com)

Shannon Ridge/High Valley Yineyard/VYigilance Winery &
Vineyards {shannonridge.com)

Shed Horn Cellars (shedhormcellars.com)

Six Sigma Ranch, Vineyards & Winery [5esigmaranch.com)
Steele Wines (steclewines.com)

Lake County Wine Studio (|2
Hawk and Horse Vineyards (hawkandhorsevineyards.com)

kecountywinestudiocom)

Shutter Wines (shutterwinescom) g
Wildhurst (wildhurst.oom)
Rosa d'Oro (rosadorovineyards.com)
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